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STANLEY & PARASHURAM

Emerging stars of

Dynamic companions

tories make or break journalistic
careers; they rarely open up new
paths. Yet that is what a 1991-feature
on Mysore's jhatkawallas (tonga
drivers) did for Stanley and
Parashuram, two freelance
journalists if Karnataka.
The duo, both in their mid-
thirties, had gone to the city park to
_meet the tonga drivers when a
woman stafiding on the fringes
caught their attention—she kept
flashing them teasing smiles.
Thinking she might have something
to tell them, they hailed her.
Immediately, the gathered drivers
roared: “You should not talk to her.
She is not a good woman.” At this the
woman spat back: “Yes, lama
whore. What are you? Kings? They
(Stanley and Parshu) will write about
you and get fame. You will get
nothing.”
The incident disturbed them so
much that the next day they set out
to meet her—and it changed their
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lives. The woman, Radha, opened
their eyes to a whole new world; one
where abuse of the body was &
precondition to survival; where
beatings, rape and extortion were
daily occurrences; and where law-
keepers often thrived on the spoils of
flesh-money.

Stanley and Parshu coaxed her to
give up her profession. Though
unresponsive at first (as it was her
only means to educate her son,

Stanley and
Parshu formed
‘ Odanadi, an
{ organisation for
L} prostitutes who 4
wished to
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Nanjunda), she agreed when they
promised her monetary help—they
raised Rs 800 every month for the
mother and son.

It was just a beginning. Radha
soon began bringing other women
who wished to rehabilitate
themselves; a task made difficult by
pimps who would not let them go.

In 1993, Stanley and Parshu
formed Odanadi (companion), an
organisation for prostitutes who
wished to reform. Soon they realised
that prostitution could not be looked
at in isolation, and the home began
taking in children of prostitutes,
children who werg forced inta prosti-
tution, child labourers and vietims 0 f
domestic violence. Odanadi has so
far rescued over 350 womet, all of
whom have been reh abilitated, and
educates over 70 of their children.

Radha has since died of
tuberculosis. Her son Nanjunda will
be a lawyer in a few months; he is
the role-model for the children at
Odanadi. As for Stanley and Parshu,
they have taken the place of their
missing parents. B
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